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state farms ; March 14, 1933, on the responsibility for
acts of sabotage ; April 28, 1933* on the purging of the
Party ; July n, 1933, on the establishment of gendarmes
on the railways.
And now Hitler appears on the s<fcne and becomes
the dominant factor. On December n, 1933, we had
a decree on exemption from taxation of the population
of the Far Eastern provinces (notice the choice of locality
for this first alleviation) ; Feb. 27, 1934, a decree on a
remission of arrears of grain deliveries; March 17,1934,
on the calculation of wages in correspondence with the
quality and quantity of production (which is practically
an emphasis of piecework) ; April 23 to May 16, 1934,
four successive acts restoring die earlier principles of
education, of which the first is significantly worded " On
the over-burdening of school children and pioneers with
civic and political training " ; November 29, 1934, on
the abolition of the system of rationing. Most significant
of all, on February 6,1935, the Prime Minister, Molotov,
announced that a new constitution was being drafted,
based on universal, equal, direct, and secret suffrage, with
a restoration of the ballot, and an equalization of the
peasant vote with that of the workmen—in other words,
the famous " four-tailed " formula of the great period
of Russian liberalism—and we are told that Stalin himself
is directing the work of the drafting committee. There
would be no point whatsoever in even announcing such
a change unless the Government was sincerely anxious
to obtain the goodwill of the population as a whole.
My visit to Moscow is a little thing, but this is the
framework in which it is set, and without which my short
survey would be unintelligible. In Easter of 1935 I had

